Questions From Bid Tour-Callahan
Mechanical:
What are pile specs?   10x10x10, make sure 25ft from dripline of healthy trees, no fire required
What are the access points for bringing in equipment? The landowner is asking neighbor for access through their road. His road also goes all the way to the corner of the treatment. About same distance. Will access FS road onto the South property. 
Do piles need a 3 foot bare dirt ring around piles?  No, SPBA and CALFIRE will do that when they are burning piles.
What work is allowed in the draws that have steep slopes? Could you also clarify the maximum slope or percent grade we would be expected to treat as part of the mechanical work?  Do not use heavy equipment on slopes greater than 50%, or on known slides or unstable areas. Any areas not accessible, brush will remain. 
Is removing small diameter healthy oaks allowed if it gives better access to remove brush and/or for making piles without damaging healthy oaks? Oaks may be removed to allow access to remove brush. Maintain 25 foot spacing for retained oaks. 
What are the riparian buffers? One landowner’s treatment area is outside of the riparian area. The intermittent stream from the spring has a 50 ft buffer. 
Are there designated crossings for historic ditch?  Yes. 
If mastication is proposed, what is the debris spec allowed? How large or small? Slash depth shall not exceed 12”.  Maximum slash length shall not exceed 2’.
Is priority given to pluck and pile over mastication if the bid comes out the same? Pluck and pile would be preferred over mastication at the same price. There is no price difference amount where we would go with mastication bid. It will depend on the total cost for all treatments within this grant area and the funds available. 
Is any preference given to veterans, minority, or women owned? Not for this contract. 




Handwork:
What are the specific riparian buffers? Buffers are for equipment. In this handwork treatment 25 feet is the buffer for piles. Handwork may be done within the buffers. H1 property is a man-made ditch (Class IV) with no buffer. Braided side channels will be designated according to how they are classified. Piling will be limited to more than 25 feet from any of the channels.
Can piles be in the buffer zone? A pile 25 ft from a perennial/Class I stream could potentially be acceptable, provided it is positioned so material cannot enter the stream.
What can be cut inside the buffer zone? Remove invasive species (ex. Blackberries)75% upper canopy to be retained and 50% of the lower canopy to be retained. On Hayden’s riparian, priority to remove conifers in the buffer zone and keep willow, maple and native shrubs.
Is all downed dead material <12” dbh to be removed from riparian buffers and put into piles outside of buffers?  We changed spec for downed dead material to <10” dbh. Buffer for piles is 25 ft from stream. 




